Reinventing Project-Based Learning: 

             Your Field Guide to Real-World Projects in the Digital Age


Build a Conceptual Framework for Your Project

The following prompts will help you define the conceptual framework of your project. Once you have completed them, use your wiki to list the essential concepts students should know as a result of being in your class.

For individuals: Reflect on this series of questions and record your responses on your own wiki page. Be ready to share at your next team meeting. Don’t become too wedded to your ideas yet. 

For a group: When you meet, share and discuss your individual responses, then respond to the questions again together. If you aim for a collaborative project, try to “mash up” your efforts into one shared project idea. 

1. What important and enduring concepts are fundamental to each subject you teach? List them. Try to limit the list to two to three big concepts for each subject. Refer to content standards you teach to determine those covered by these big “umbrella” concepts. Look for opportunities to map to the new NETS*S.   

2. Why do these concepts matter? Why are they important?

3. Outside school, who cares about these topics? What is their relevance in different people’s lives and in different parts of the world?

4. Select one or two of the most promising of these topics and think about real-life contexts to answer the following: What are the interdisciplinary connections? What other subjects might be incorporated?

5. As you begin to imagine working with these topics, how might you push past rote learning into analysis, evaluation, and creation? Incorporate Bloom’s “rigor” verbs into your answer.  

6. Imagine authentic ways students might engage in the project and the ways 21st-century skills might be addressed. Hint: The terms collaboration, digital tools, and information literacy should appear in your answer! Refer to the NETS*S(r) to expand your ideas in new directions.

7. What aspects of these topics will interest your students? (A feature that seems superficial or tangential but fascinates students can give you entrée into more essential matters, so brainstorm as many as you can.)  

8. What learning dispositions should you cultivate and ask your students to pay attention to?
[image: image1..pict]                  



Copyright ISTE Publications, 2007. Do not copy without attribution.

